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Instructor: Roberto Carlos Mendoza García
Contact info: rogarcia@elcamino.edu, 310-660-3593 Ex. 3751
Office: Behavioral and Social Sciences 115
Class Website: rcgphi.com 

Bio: 
Born in LA County, raised in Mexico City. 

I’ve been studying Philosophy since high school, but I also love to 
read on Cognitive Science, History, and Linguistics. I also taught 
Math for a bit.

I enjoy writing computer code, fine dining, travelling, watching 
stand-up comedy, lifting weights, and playing piano. 

mailto:rogarcia@elcamino.edu
http://rcgphi.com


Instructor: Roberto Carlos Mendoza García
Contact info: rogarcia@elcamino.edu, 310-660-3593 Ex. 3751
Office: Behavioral and Social Sciences 115
Class Website: rcgphi.com 

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 9 to 11am, Tues 3:30-4:30pm, or by 
appointment.

Primary Philosophical Interests: Ethics and Artificial Intelligence

Other Interests: Logic, Complexity Studies, Cliodynamics, 
Mathematical Modeling, Cognitive Science of Religion, Cognitive 
Neuroscience, Historical Linguistics, Computational Theory of 
Mind, Moral Psychology, History of Latin America

mailto:rogarcia@elcamino.edu
http://rcgphi.com


Course Description: 

This course offers a critical study of 
the ethical theories and their 
application to problems of modern 
society. Ethical issues in government 
and law, social institutions, the arts, 
and international relations will be 
emphasized.   Topics to be covered: 

Capital Punishment
Active Euthanasia

Abortion
War



Student Learning Outcomes.

SLO#1 Primary Moral Theories- Students will be able to identify the primary moral theories, 
including Kantian duty ethics, Utilitarianism, and Virtue Ethics, distinguish the primary 
difference between the theories, and evaluate the strengths and weakness of each theory.

SLO#2 Moral Theories- Students will be able to 
apply moral theories, including those of 
Utilitarianism, Kantian duty ethics, and Virtue 
Ethics to contemporary moral issues. 

i. SLO#3 Arguing Contemporary Moral Issues- 
Students will be able to critically evaluate facts and 
arguments of both sides of contemporary moral 
issues.



Course Objectives. By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. Analyze and apply various sources of moral standards to specific 
moral problems.

2. Explain the difficulties of basing moral standards on 
supernaturalism, utility, reason, or egoism.

3. Determine whether moral values are relative to culture or 
universally applicable.

4. Analyze the concept of justice and determine whether it is defined 
by the laws of society or if justice is established by universal 
standards.

5. Distinguish teleological from deontological ethical theories by 
applying them to current issues in the media.

6. Compare the solutions to contemporary moral dilemmas resulting 
from the application of a teleological (consequentialist) versus a 
deontological (formalism) approach in areas such as euthanasia and 
physician assisted suicide. 



Course Objectives. By the end of the course, students should be 
able to:

1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: 
ethics, epistemology and metaphysics.

2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs 
about the physical world (the realm of science) and 
knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical 
things such as God, Heaven and Hell, and souls.

3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that 
are beyond traditional societal paradigms, such as minority, 
feminist, and Taoist perspectives.

4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.
5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and 

consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by applying 
the theories to an ethical problem.

6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and 
explain their relationship to contemporary moral issues.

Course Objectives (Contd)

7. Evaluate ethical theories that either preclude or allow for 
free choice such as psychological Hedonism and ethics 
based on supernaturalism. 

8. Differentiate varying notions of freedom and their impact 
on moral responsibility.

9. Discuss the relationship between ethical theory and 
metaphysics.

10. Examine the relationships among the concepts of freedom, 
responsibility, and theories of punishment.

11. Describe the different forms of Hedonism and relate them 
to contemporary moral problems.

12. Trace the development of ethical theory, from the Greeks 
to contemporary moral theory, and apply these theories to 
various contemporary moral dilemmas.

13. Differentiate among various metaethical theories. 



Aug 27 Introduction to Course

Aug 29 The Mind’s I

Sep 3 Eyes in the Sky

Sep 5 Virtues and Vices

Sep 10 Patterns of Culture 

Sep 12 The Kingdom of Ends

Sep 17 Common Sense

Sep 19 The Trolley

Sep 24 What Could’ve Been

Sep 26 Test 1

Course Schedule—Unit I
All course readings can be 
found at: 
rcgphi.com/ethics



Oct 1 The Troublesome Transition

Oct 3 Prying Open the Third Eye

Oct 8 The Game

Oct 10 The Jungle

Oct 15 The Gift

Oct 17 CARNE y ARENA

Oct 22 TT&T

Oct 24 Give Me Liberty Or...

Oct 29 Annihilation

Oct 31 Test 2

Course Schedule—Unit II
All course readings can be 
found at: 
rcgphi.com/ethics



Nov 5 The Mind Spreads Itself

Nov 7 Thucydides’ Trap

Nov 12 The Root of All Evil

Nov 14 The Space Explorer

Nov 19 Seeing Justice Done

Nov 21 The Fall of the Prince

Nov 26 The Enigma of Reason

Nov 28 NO CLASSES (Thanksgiving)

Dec 3 The Trolley (Pt. II)

Dec 5 The Circular Ruins

Dec 10 Test 3 

Course Schedule—Unit III
All course readings can be 
found at: 
rcgphi.com/ethics



How to compute your grade!

There is a total of  200 points possible. There will be 3 short-answer 
tests valued at 50 points each. Also, you’ll have 5 homework 
assignments, collectively valued at 50 points. Grading Scale:

A (90-100%) >180pts

B (80-89.9%) 160-179pts

C (70-79.9%) 140-159pts

D (60-69.9%) 120-139pts

F (below 60%) <119pts

Test 1: 

Test 2: 

Test 3: 

HW: 

SUM: 



Tips for Success
This is a difficult class. Nevertheless, I have no 
doubt that if you
are committed to doing the work, studying 
daily, and following
the tips below, you will succeed in this course.
 
Philosophy is nothing more and nothing less 
than thinking hard and thinking well about a 
particular subject. For this reason, some can find 
it to be a difficult discipline. It requires a flexible 
mind that applies itself rigorously. In short, it 
requires work. The following are some tips that 
will help you be successful in this course. If taken 
to heart, the skills learned in this course can 
transcend their usefulness to all aspects of your 
life. A resilient mind, after all, comes in handy in 
a relentless world. 



Reading. Reading philosophy is not like 
reading a novel or a comic. The material is 
usually very dense, often putting a lot of 
meaning and weight into a single sentence. 
The best way of reading philosophy is to do 
active reading. Read slowly, highlight, take 
notes, write on the margins, and make a 
summary of each paragraph and/or section 
in a reading journal. Active reading will 
ensure not only that you extract what the 
author is trying to convey, but also that 
when you revisit the material, review will 
be quicker and more efficient. This will also 
allow you to contrast your own views with 
that of the author’s.  



Discuss. Discuss with your peers. Philosophy is a dialectic enterprise. That is to 
say, it’s a conversation; either a conversation with an interlocutor or with yourself. 
This will give you an opportunity to summarize the views of the author (as you 
understand them), as well as flesh out some of your thoughts on his/her view.



Engage in the Class. The concepts covered in this class will most come to light 
during lecture and classroom discussion. Make your very best effort to not miss a 
single day of class and complete all homework and reading before class. This will 
make sure you are primed for the lecture, that is to say that you’re ready to do 
some philosophy. Pay attention, take notes, participate in discussion, and ask 
questions. That way you’ll get the most out of the course and out of the discipline 
of philosophy in general. 



Course Policies

Course Readings. All course readings and supplementary material will be made available on 
the course website: rcgphi.com.

Attendance. Students are expected to attend their classes regularly.  Students who miss the 
first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance during the add period for the class 
may be dropped by the instructor.  Students are responsible for dropping a class within the 
deadlines published in the class schedule.  Students who stop attending but do not drop may 
receive a failing grade. 

Note: If a student is absent on the day of a test, the student is responsible for scheduling 
a meeting with me to make-up the exam. 

Respect. Due to dialectic nature of this class, respectful and courteous class discussion is 
essential. 

Academic Integrity. Please see Student Code of Conduct. 

Electronics. Please deactivate all electronic devices: cell phones, voice recorders, laptops, etc.- 
unless exempt by Special Resource Center. 

https://www.rcgphi.com/
http://www.elcamino.edu/student/studentservices/sdo/codeofconduct.aspx


Additional Assistance

ADA Policy Statement. El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the 
instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, 
is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource 
Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource 
Center. 

Learning Resources Center. The LRC has dedicated staff and tutors to support students so 
they can be successful in their courses. LRC services are free and available to all currently 
enrolled El Camino students. For more information, contact the LRC. 

Other Links. 
● Office of Staff and Student Diversity
● El Camino College Library

http://www.elcamino.edu/student/studentservices/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/student/studentservices/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/lrc/
http://www.elcamino.edu/about/depts/diversity/
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/library_ser/

